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village, and yet there is no one to attend to it. Where are
initiative and continuity to come from ?
The improvement of grazing grounds, the prevention of
the denudation of hillsides,1 and the growing of grass,
timber and firewood on all waste places, village common
lands and roadsides will bring immense benefit to the
village, but this work can only be done by some well-
established administrative authority in the village.
The village is a terribly dull spot. Even a riot or a
dog-fight is a welcome diversion, and once a boy gets a
glimpse of the interesting world outside from his books at
school, he wants to run away to the town and to leave his
village for ever. The villager is apathetic and his mind
inactive, because he never gets anything new to think or
talk about. This is all wrong. Every villager should play
games occasionally and should hear the news and keep in
touch with the outside world. He also needs a bit of enter-
tainment in the evenings just to keep his mind and body
fresh and prevent his brain from atrophying. But there
is no one to see about these things, no one to collect the
money for a newspaper, a reading room or a wireless set,
and no one to organize a games club.
Every good villager, if he knew about it and knew how to,
would gladly support the Red Cross and the Boy Scouts
and would like to help a nursing and medical association
or subscribe for a weekly visit by a doctor, so that he might
get attention for himself, and particularly for his wife and
children, when need arises. But there is no one to organize
all this.
Finally the village is inarticulate. It cannot express its
opinion or say what it wants, or what it thinks should
be done.
1 See chap, vii, and pp. 56, 157, 176-7.

